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1-38. (CANCELED) 

39. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) Acloslngde'Mce for a valve (14) of a container, 
the closing device (16) being movable between a first open position to facilitate 
drainage through the valve and a second closed po.^ition which prevents flow through 
the valvar (14), the closing device (16) compr i s e a r. housing which houses one of a 
probed, a measurement detector (27) and a detec:ition apparatus, and the hous i ng 
prevents :he one of the probe, the measurement^ detector (27) and the detection 
apparatus from directly contacting contents of the container; 

wherein the closing device (16) has an opening (38) formed in a lateral 
wall of the closing device (_1_6_) . the opening (38) prcA/ides access to the interior of the 
hottsifitj dosing device (ffSOfl Ig) and allows one of fftheJJ a probe, f[th^ a 
mea^x^urement detector (27) and fftli^ 3 detection apparatus to be Inserted into or 
rerrcved trom the interior of the housing closinc^ de nce (16) without removal of either 
the valve or the closing device from the container svid without altering the valve seal, 
and ':he opening (38) is accessible when the closr ng device (16) is in an operating 
position imslde the valve. 

40' (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The dotting device according to claim 39. 
: wherein tiie valve (14) is a drainage valve. 

41 (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The cloj':ing device according to claim 39, 
wherein the closing device (16) comprises a shaft (1 ^) supporting an enlarged bloc)<ing 
hesc (18} at a remote end of the shaft (17). 

42. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The closing device according to claim 39, 
whei?ein a piston (21), controlled by an activator (23 displaces the closing device (16) 
fron the e*pen position to the closed position and from the closed position to the open 
position. 

43. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The closmg device according to claim 42, 
wher^ein ei [[shaft]] rod of the piston (21) of the actuator (23) and a shaft (17) of the 
clotihg device (16) are interconnected by a coupling!} element (24). 

44 (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The clo:^lng device according to claim 43. 
wherein the coupling element (24) has a generally cylindrical lower portion (25) and a 
gererally conical upper portion (26). 
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45. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The doling device according to claim 43. 
wherein the opening (38) formed in the closing cevice Is located on the coupling 
element (24). 

46. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The closLing device according to claim 39. 
wherein nr^eans temporarily blocks the opening (38>iito prevent access thereto. 

47. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The Glossing device according to daim 39, 
whef>3in ardoor (39) temporarily blocks the opening (38) to prevent access thereto. 

48. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The dosing device according to dalm 47. 
wherein a connector block (31) is connected to tie door (39) and the connector 

. block (31) Is removable with the door (39). 

49. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The dosir^g device according to claim 39. 
wherein the houfliii u closina device (ffaej} 16) ind: jdes a support element (36) for 
mainr^alnirtg the one of the probe, the measuremer t detector (27) and the detection 
appjaratus>in one of a measurement position and a cetection position. 

50. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The closirig device according to daim 49. 
wheroln the support element is a groove (36) fonneid in an Interior lateral wall of the 
houa i ng -fB6) dosing device (16V 

61. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The clo^ng device according to claim 39, 
. wherein tihe one of the probe, the measurement detector (27) and the detection 
appa^atusiiis a contact temperature measurement p^obe. 

52. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The closing device according to claim 41. 
.wherein tfee one of the probe, the measurement detector (27) and the detection 
. appctFatusi4s a sensor element (28) located inside the blocking head (18). and. when 
'the :5.3nsor element (28) is positioned Inside the hmtsing closInQ device (ffaej} 16), 

concjtictlve wires (29) of the sensor element (28) pfiss through the shaft (17) of the 

closing element (16). 

53. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The closin^g device according to claim 52. 
. wherein when the one of the probe, the measuremer^it detector (27) and the detection 
appsiiatus is positioned inside the housing c losing tf ^vice (ffeO}} 16), a remote end of 
: the cr^e of tne probe, the measurement detector (27) c nd the detection apparatus abuts 
:again3t am upper intemal surface of a blocking head ;i8) of the closing device (16) for 
at leaat ono of measuring and detecting a temperatu-e inside the container. 
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54; (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The doting device according to claim 52. 
wheireln the sensor element (28) extends tjirough a flexible casing (33), with the 
wires (29} of the sensor element (28) pass throu-'jh an interior of casing, and the 
caslirjg (33) comprises a compressible spiral (34). 

55. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The closing device according to claim 54, 
whervBin the casing (33) terminates with a contact rir^g (35). 

56. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The closing device according to claim 50, 
wherein a: contact ring (35) cooperates with the groove (36) of the hous i ng closino ^ 

: device (fpO}} IS) to maintain the one of the probe, th3 measurement detector (27) and 

the iif3tectSon apparatus inside the h ousing closing dtwice (ffeej} 16) and to ensure that ^ 
: the crie of?i:he probe, the measurement detector (27) and the detection apparatus abuts 

agaiiitst an upper wall (32) of a blocking head (18;;. of the closing device by elastic 

compression of a plurality of spirals (34) on a casing (33). 

67. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A closing de^^ice for a valve (14) of a container, 

the closinifi device (16) being movable between a first open position to facilitate 

drainage through the valve and a second closed poscitlon which prevents flow through 
; the '/alve (14). the closing device (16) compr i s e s j'. ' housing wh i ch houses one of a ^ 
: probe, a measurement detector (27) and a detect^ion apparatus, and the hous i ng -o- 
■ prevents tne one of the probe, the measurement :idetector (27) and the detection 
: appaiiiatusffrom contacting contents of the container; 

wherein the closing device (16) compri^ses a shaft (17) which supports an 
: enlarijed blocking head (18) that accommodates a mTsasurement end of the one of the 
: probe, the measurement detector (27) and the cetection apparatus, the dosing 

devit>:3 ( 1 6i> has an opening (38) formed In a lateral wall of the closing devic e shaft f 17). -o. 
: the cpeninir^ (38) provides access to the interior of the-Jhotidifrg dosing device (ffaOH 16) ^ 
land allowing the one of the probe, the measurement detector (27) and the detection 

appsiratus.to be inserted into or removed from thci interior of th e hn ua i n y closino -o* 
; (jeviciLll6^ without removal of either the valve or the closing device from the container ^ 
.and v^ithoul: altering a seal between the enlarged blocking head (1 8) and a mating valve 

seat, and tJie opening (38) is accessible when the cloising device (16) is in an operating 

position inside the valve a housing . 
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581 (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A closing de^/loe for a valve (14) of a container, 
the QlosliTig device (16) being movable between a first open position to facilitate 
drainage through the valve and a second closed po:5ition which prevents flow through 
the valve (14). the closing device (16) compris e s . r- housing which houses one of a 
profy3, a measurement detector (27) and a detection apparatus, and the- housing 
prevents the one of the probe, the measurement^ detector (27) and the detection 
apparatus from contacting contents of the container; 

wherein the closing device (16) comprises a shaft (17) which supports an 
enl€«;ged blocking head (18) that accommodates a nneasurement end of the one of the 
probe, th© measurement detector (27) and the detection apparatus, the closing 
devi(r;e (16) has an opening (38) formed in a lateral wall of the cl e sinQ d e vic e shaft (17). 
the apenlwg (38) provides access to the interior of thp>hetisfTO closing device (ftSefl 16) 
and allowing the one of the probe, the measuremesit detector (27) and the detection 
apparatus to be Inserted into or removed from th'ss interior of the housing closing 

. dev^ae(ia) without removal of either the valve or th© closing device from the container 
and v/ithonit altering a seal between the enlarged blo^sking head (1 8) and a mating valve 
seav:^ and the opening (38) Is accessible when the cicising device (16) is In an operating 

. posj^uon irrslde the valve a housing ; 

a portion of the ff^ shaft (17), whici supports an enlarged blocking 
head (18). is located within an evacuation orifice (20) which facilitate drainage of the 
contents fron} the container; and 

an activator (23) is provided along a< longitudinal axis defined by the 
shat^ (17)ifor displacing the closing device (16) fron the open position to the closed 

. posfeon and from the closed position to the open poisltlon. 
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